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Sam doesn’t like school. Sixth grade has proved to be a tough year for him, and there are many factors that contribute to his dislike of school. He doesn’t like his teacher, and he says that she is always picking on him. 


“Sam, why didn’t you do your homework? You need to come to class prepared!” She tells him.


He is really not interested in school and finds reading and homework boring; he just doesn’t see the purpose in learning any of the material. He doesn’t have many friends and is not involved in any extracurricular activities.


Sam has a difficult time getting out of bed in the morning for school and is always trying to come up with a reason to stay home, but his mom isn’t interested in hearing his excuses. She makes him breakfast and sends him on his way to the bus-stop, but today, Sam will stop getting on that bus.  














The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











Truancy is a growing problem among schools and school districts all over the world. Administrations continue to have difficulty in assessing the situation and coming up with an effective intervention to deal with chronic absenteeism. Class attendance is important for a number of reasons; all agree that non-attendance cannot be an option for the young learners of our day. 


When students attend class, studies have shown that they have more motivation, better grades, and higher test scores (Conard, 2004). There are some absences that are legitimate and excusable; however, the absences addressed in this article are the absences when students simply choose not to go to school for reasons inexcusable and inappropriate. 


Poor school attendance is not only linked with poor academic performance and test scores, but it is also linked to substance use and violence, which puts truants at risk for serious juvenile delinquency (McClusky, Bynum, and Patchin, 2004). 


There are many reasons that students choose not to attend school. Many students do not attend school because of a bully or a negative situation with a peer, while other students do not want to be in school due to a poor student-teacher relationship (Davies and Lee, 2006). 
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Let us consider now how to boost school attendance. Students need to have a positive outlook on school, and they need to enjoy being there. We need to emphasize the importance of learning to our young people, and learning needs to be more meaningful to them. Creating a positive learning environment can be somewhat of a challenge, but there are some quick steps that can be taken in order to make even a small difference:


Offer incentives to students who come to school every day for a month. For example, a school in San Francisco held a raffle for students who attended school everyday for a month. Their attendance rose from 88.4% to 93.3% (Knight, 2005).


To encourage future attendance, contact and praise parents and students who are chronically absent by calling them on the days they come to school (Goldstein, 2003).


Praise students in the classroom each day for coming to school; have the principal personally recognize the students each day that they are in class. This proved to increase attendance drastically when done in a study by Copeland and colleagues (Goldstein, 2003).


A “buddy system” among peers is a good way to keep tabs on the chronically absent students. When chronically absent students were paired with a peer who would verbally praise them for coming to school, and call them after school on the days they were absent proved to increase attendance rates (Goldstein, 2003).


Offer reinforcement and recognition for to all students who attend school regularly; surprise “prizes” may be a good way to encourage attendance.


Encourage social interaction among students in the classroom, and promote extracurricular activities after school in order to contribute to the positive atmosphere in school (DeKalb, 1999).





School attendance is important for various reasons and teachers and principals, as well as students, are feeling the effects of truancy. Some think offering incentives to students to encourage attendance will cause them to dependent upon a reward, but this does not prove to be the case. Students may attend school at the start of a new incentive program in order to gain a prize, but then they will continue to come to school because they will realize that they are learning (Knight, 2005).















































So What








   Need More Information?





Parents, teachers, and students can visit these websites for additional information.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsource.com/education/student.truancy.html" ��http://www.kidsource.com/education/student.truancy.html�


A website offering an overview of truancy.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.truancypreventionassociation.com/" ��http://www.truancypreventionassociation.com/�


A great website offering insight on positive youth development in order to get students to school.





http://parentingteens.about.com/cs/troubledteens/a/truancy_3.htm


A great resource for parents who may have a truant child.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.dropoutprevention.org./" ��http://www.dropoutprevention.org./�


A website for students, parents and teachers offering more resources and various strategies to prevent truancy.





� HYPERLINK "http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/truancy/" ��http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/truancy/�


An interesting website about truancy prevention.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ed.gov/pubs/Truancy/index.html" ��http://www.ed.gov/pubs/Truancy/index.html�


A manual for truancy prevention offering some good tips for schools and communities.





Now What








“Missing school is missing out.”


-Newcastle United Football Club
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When students are not in school, they are not learning. They are short-changed on the instructional time necessary for them to retain the information that they are going to need in order to progress through school and life. Chronic absenteeism negatively effects student’s academic achievement, graduation, self-esteem, and employment potential. Police departments across the nation are also saying that students not in school during school hours are committing various crimes (DeKalb, 1999).





Truancy has reached as high as 30% in some cities, and has become “one of the top ten major problems in American schools” (Goldstein, 2003). In New York City, daily, there are about 150,000 out of 1,000,000 students absent daily; and in Los Angeles, California schools report that 10% of their students are absent each day, and only half of whom return with an excusable absence note (DeKalb, 1999). These two cities are not the only ones facing the problem of truancy; it is a growing epidemic everywhere. 





There is a reason that kids are required to attend school; when they do not attend, they suffer greatly. Being in school and listening to the lecture, as well as participating in class discussion, enhance critical thinking skills among students (Sleigh and Ritzer, 2001). Some students may argue that if they read the text book then there is no reason to be in class, but it is important for these students to understand that there is much more offered to them at school than just academic material. When students attend school, they are not only gaining the knowledge from the text book, but they are also gaining a new perspective from the teacher, and given the opportunity to hear examples and connections to real-life experiences (Sleigh and Ritzer, 2001).





Class attendance is the foundation for many other skills that will help students become more successful later in life. When students come to class they are exercising discipline and time management, which are important tools in a student’s life no matter which direction they choose for their career (Sleigh and Ritzer, 2001). Students with high rates of absenteeism are more likely to drop out of school before high school, which can greatly limit their career choices (Goldstein, 2003). 














There is a miscommunication among parents and teachers regarding truancy. Many parents think that the main cause of truancy is bullying and poor student-teacher relationships, while teachers think that truancy is something that needs to be dealt with at home (Davies and Lee, 2006). 


Research has shown, in fact, that students are more likely to miss school due to school-related factors, rather than for home-related issues (Zhang, 2007). Relationships between teachers and students greatly effect school attendance, and have been proven to be the most significant factor related to chronic absenteeism (Goldstein, 2003). Student’s negative perception of school and overall dislike of school has also been found to be a common denominator among truants (Goldstein, 2003).





Many students have attributed their excessive absences to boring classes, loss of interest in school subjects, courses that do not seem to apply to their lives and bad or awkward relationships with teachers (DeKalb, 1999). There is even some evidence showing that students who exhibit school refusal are often suffering from a significant amount of emotional distress, such as anxiety or depression, which may have to do with some of the negative things they are experiencing, or perceiving, at school (Packer, 2004).
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